
August 20, 2014 

Tom Wheeler 
Chairman 

MICHAEL F. FLAHERTY 
BOSTON CITY COUNCIL AT-LARGE 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE: MB Docket No. 14-57 

Dear Chairman Wheeler: 

Com cast's presence in Boston, Massachusetts has been most advantageous for the city. I 
believe New York would similarly benefit from the variety of good Comcast brings to the 
communities it serves. I encourage the Federal Communications Commission to consider 
these comments as it reviews the proposed Comcast and Time Warner Cable transaction. 

One of my tasks as a Boston City Councilor is to oversee the city's public education program 
and bring fresh, innovative ideas to the table to counteract a Jack of public financing 
options. One of the best options available to us is Comcast's Internet Essentials 
program. Having affordable broadband access and computers in the home is so important 
for many low-income families who would otherwise lag behind. This program, which 
offers low-cost internet, computers, and free digital training services at local community 
centers, has helped to level the playing field across our education system. Bridging "gaps" 
via partnership is a Comcast trademark, and I look forward to doing what I can to ensure 
the continued success and growth of Internet Essentials in Boston. 

As a lifelong resident of Boston I have witnessed the positive impact that Com cast's 
Community Investment Programs have had on our neighborhoods. Through events such as 
Comcast Cares Day, local Comcast employees help to brighten our local community centers 
and schools. Through long-term partnerships with the United Way and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, Comcast has reinvigorated local youth centers and fostered new relationships 
throughout Boston's non-profit world. One contribution that is especially unique and 
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appreciated in our city is Comcast's participation in local St. Patrick's Day festivities. Each 
year, Comcast has provided media, family-friendly activities, and, for the last few years, has 
broadcast the St. Patrick's Day Parade across the world via NECN. Their efforts to recognize 
the importance of Boston's culture and traditions have not gone unnoticed or 

unappreciated. 

New York residents deserve better choices in their cable and broadband providers, and I 

can vouch for Comcast as a top tier choice. 

I hope the FCC takes note of Boston's experience and approves the proposed TWC/Comcast 

transaction. 

\Qj]' ~ 
Michael F. Flaher~ 
Boston City Councilor At-Large 
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